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The Libyan — Maltese Relations 1969-1980
Assist Prof Dr. Nabeel Akeed M. Al-Muzaffari
Kirkuk University - College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract
The Mediterranean Sea constitutes an important point of contact between

Libya and Malta, which contributed to the creation of a kind of special
relations between both. In addition, the two countries were affected by the
events in the region during the various historical stages of colonization,
occupation and ambitions.

After Malta obtained some kind of autonomy in 1921, and after Libya
gained its independence at the end of 1951, features of the political relations
emerged between the both countries, followed by various economic and
social relations. The relations witnessed a greater recovery after a military
group, led by Muammar Gaddafi (1969-2011), had overthrown the
monarchy in Libya in 1969. The new regime was keen to get rid of Western
influence, especially those related to British and American military bases in
both countries.

Libya provided rewarding aids to Malta, and opened various channels of
communication with it, after Malta had negotiated the end of the British
military presence on its territory. To achieve this, Libya had to lend Malta a
helping hand. The relationships were at their height during the seventies of
the twentieth century.

The actual tension between the two countries began in the year 1980
following the emergence of the continental shelf problem again due to the
failure to reach a solution that satisfies both countries during the previous
period.
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